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A SON'S ADYICR 9 NI PATHER.

Mr. Chesterfield, son., begs to lorward to the
editor cortain letters which he has Istely re-
ecived from his son. Mr. @ doo= so, beoauss he
thinks it dostrable that 1t should be madé koo wu
wha! & pass things are raplaly eoming to 1o Lhis
country, Thoese lejters, let 18 bo distinetly ua-
derstiood, are from Mr, Ohesterfield’s son—his
own son—whom Mr, C, dandl:d fo his arme »
poore of years azo, when this youne gentleman'a
costume conslnted of u white rooe eluborately
worked about the bresst, aud noearly a yard
longer i the skwrts thao the exizencies of the
mfant’s siature demaanded. The letters follow:—

My Dear Pather:—It has beew the custom,

time out of mind. w8 you are probably avare,
for those who hmve lived & greatmany years in
the wolld—porents, guardinns uocles, sl
elderly persons generally—to give the resalt of
their expenience of human life, their advice, in
short, to such young men—be they the sons,
wards, nephews, or even the jumors only of
the above—ns came In their way. The advice
glven by Poloniue to Laertes—not bad in its
wayv—and the letters of ocur distingulshed
namesake to his son, are both protty well
known, and may be taken as epeclinens ol
what | mean, Tuis castom, then, 18 un old on-.

Sir, it 1s un old one, and lke & great many
o'lier old things, it peeds to be relormed. [t
should be obsolete. It won't do. It was all
very well onoe, but times are altered. Things
have changed so mudch auring the Insy lew vears.
that vour experience—ol a state of afairs, re-
member, diferent rom the present—is really
of no use whetever,  All vur theories are based,
orshould be, npon Incts, When the facts are
altervd, what beovioes of the theories ?

foe | will go a slep Tordher than this, and
venture to propound somelhing which at first
sight may seein & little starihng, but whien, on
reflection, wiil, I betieve, appesr ratl »tmi. I
make o bold ns to assert that not only are you
—the elders generally—Iin no position to offer
advice to us the junisrs, but that you yoursslves
actually require now and then a word of connsel
from us, to guide you through the dangers and
difficulties of modern lile,

Why, atter all, how snould it be otherwise ?
Look, a¢ 1 said betore, how overything hus
altered within the last fow years, We have
turned all thinws topsy-turvy, Or what use is
your expericnce to you! You have to unlearn,
for the most part, what you rormerly took great
paius to learn.  You have to rémodel almost all
your ideas. And then ~1 speak with the utmost
respect—you learned so little in what you are
plessed to call the good old times,

There were no examinstions in thoze days, A
man, for lvsiauce, who happened to have the
Ingtinets of a enilor, could, preposterous as it
seeme, get into the navy without being able to
spell with certalnty, or might hold & commission
m the army with but an indifferent knowledge
ol the golur system, Why, even the Times news-
paper informed us not long ago that society had
N0 ngnt to expect persons over thirty years of
age 10 know anything, for the simple rosson
shat the oducation of all such individoals term-
nated before the perlod of competitive examing-
tions had arrived.

Under these circumstances, worthy sir, I

think your common sense—with which, 1 contesa
that you appear to me to be very well endowe
—will show vou that smong the many changes
which mark this great and glorious age must be
ranked a cousiderable alteration in tne relative
positione of futber and son—of semor and junior.
Consider how splendidly wu have been educated.
Cousider how glibly we could answer all sorts
of guestions on seientific and other subjects, by
which I firmly believe toat yon nnd your con-
temporaries would be instantly gravelled. Try
us with snythiog you lige; the distance between
the planct Mercury and the moon; the manner
of the formatiun of the old red saudstone; dodge
us sbout with any number of teazers of this sort,
and see iI' we are not ready wih auswers, 1 am
airaid, sir, that you are but poorly inormed on
such matters; indeed, I wos nota hittle shogked
to hear your expressions of opinion the other
da{ when we were down at the sea-side to-
ether, nnd when you flatly contradicted Pro-
essor Barvacles, simply because he asserted
that the cliff on which you were standing was
entirely composed of the remains of minute
Creatires,

But it is vot only in matters of learning, scien-
tufic or otherwise, that I feel convinced thai we
ol the new Eenorn:'.ou are In a posilion to give
some valunble information to you of the old.
This is only a very small matter. It is on social
guestions, deur sir, that you want advice most.

{ints as to how you can best adapt yoursell to
the changed position in which you now find
yourself, how you may escape from the social
snares by which you se¢ yourselt surrounded
how youguay meet (he ditliculties which will
spring up'in your way whenu advancing along
a road of which you kunow nothing—how, in
short, you are to pet through that rtion
of lile which 1emains before you, ereditably,
suguclously, securely,

influenced, thes, entirely by a desire for yonr
wellare, rne‘ £ sir, it & my intention to sead
you from tine to time o few words of counsel
and direction on such matters as appear to me
likely to prove difficulties and stumbling-blo~ks
in your way; for yon must remember, sir, that
thia period whico is such & puzzle to you, who
have formed your ldeas under circumstances so
diflerent, i# not a puzzle to us junlors, ror the
simple regeon that we are used to It and have
known no other,

I am sometimes, dear but inexperienced sir,
extremely uncasy about you. You ceause me
a vaet deal of very anxious thought. I have
observed fou much of lute—more probably than
you imagine—and it seems to me that you are
at times disposed to fight against the inevitable
maurch of modern events, and to #et yourself in
opjosition 1o the rresistible tide of pr a,
Somelimes when llstening to what I will ven-
ture to call the conversation of the period, von
appear wlmost bewildereu, The sentiments
expreseed seem to be {oo much for your powers
of endurance. The ipstance I have already
quoted of your reception of the remarks of Pro-
fessor Barnacles on the lormation of certain clitls,
is & case In point; and 1 now remember that on
another occasion when the same gentleman was
discoursing on the Darwinlan theory of develop-
ment, you exclumed, “*Why, bless my lfe and
soul, does the man mean to tell me that my
grandfather was & monkey

Do not think, however, for & moment that I
want you to asttempt too much with your enthu-
slasne temperament and your very strong views;
it would pever do for you to aftempt to live in
all things the life of the day, Be -atisted, re
spected sir, with a negative course. Do not by
any means distress your suxious son by outrag-

ing in word or in deed the feeling of the period,
but, on the other hand, do not stsempt to keep
pace with the foremost performers (n the race
which we are all more or lesi engaged in
running.

Une of the first grent clanges ol modern
times, by which one csnunot fallty be struek,
and of which 1 am reminded by my last sentanes,
fs the change of our proe, Within the memory
of & person of your respsctable ﬂ*c, this has
paenm’imimm u stendy trot, which m ght be long
and ionoculously sustained, 1o o tourmlg gallap,
wuch as few of us ¢an keep np for any length ot
tme. Don't you atiempt it, sir, whatover vou
do. It is this, viewing the nuh*ac.l largely,
which is tne princival and chief of all our
changes, aud 1t 6 to this that most of our new
developments of personsl churacter, and the
variations of onr bodily snd mental health, are
mainly tracesble. CUompisint iz made In these
days—and, Heaven knows, not without canse —
of the sad Inerews of nervous disenses and brain
affections, We find men engeged in scientide
pursuils or great commercial and fnsnclal under-
takings; occupations of which it Is a leading
chsracteriotic that be who engsges tn them
must work against time, must come to as muny
important declslons—in sny one of which a false
move would be {atal—in the course of a duy, as
needed & few yeurs since to be arrived atina
month, We note of such men when we meet
them socially, Wat they are getting dull, absen?,
wanting in perceplion. In some rare moment
of his lelsure we hold converse with & mun of
this sort, We walk sbout his garden with him
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